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A steel frame rises at the Rahway construction site

Rahway Center resumes building

By LISA PETERSON

Work has resumed on the Rahway Corporate Center
project which was stalled for two years after the original
developer went bankrupt, according to city officials.

One of the new developers of the corporate center on a
14-acre site behind Rahway City Hall is Chase Manhattan
Bank The bank is completing a three-story office building
that was started in 1986 by the original developer, Rahway
Corporate Center Inc

Atter the frame of the structure was built by Rahway
Corporate Center, no further work was done. Last month,
however, Chase broke ground for its project and construc-
tion of the building resumed.

Chase Trans-Info (CTI), a subsidiary of Chase Manhat-
tan. will move its eastern regional headquarters to the
Rahway center from Union Township. The firm is the na-
uion's largest freight bill processor and also provides trans-
portation consuiting, audit and management information
services

Rahway Mayor Daniel Martin said CTI will occupy
about half of the 40,000-square-foot building on a five-acre

ortion of the corporate center site. The remainder of the
gulldmg will be leased.

CTl 1s scheduled to move to Rahway in January, Mar-
tin said and will be hiring about 150 new employees,
mostly for computer, accounting and clerical positions.

“That looks excellent,” Martin, adding a group of three

developers has an option on the remaining nine acres ot
the corporate center and is doing a market analysis as well
as a conceptual site plan for the property.

The maévor said the developers, Marshall Weinerman
and Robert Gelber of Rahway and John Strama of Atlanta,
appear to have in mind the same use for the property as
originally planned when Rahway Corporate Center started
construction.

“We want a hotel and convention center there, another
office building and residential condominiums,” Martin said.
“It looks promising that the ‘developers will go along with
what we want there.”

Weinerman and Gelber, who have offices on St. George
Avenue in Rahway, are the owners of the Summit Hotel in
Summit. Strama is the president and controlling partner of
Ridgeway Development Corp., which has offices in Toms
River and is headquartered in Atlanta.

Martin said if a hotel, convention center, office building
and condominiums are built on the site, the entire project,
including the CTI headquarters, would represent some $40
million in development.

The 14-acre tract, located at Main Street and Milton
Avenue, is a former urban renewal site that had been va-
cant for about 15 years before the original corporate center
development got under way.

Buildings on the corporate center site will be architec-
turally compatible with the city hall. nost office and fire-
house, the mayor said.

Marzulli singles out grand jurors
as the ‘conscience of community’

By DIANE CURCIO

Superior Court Assignment Judge
John A. Marzulli is a vociferous protec-
tor of the grand jury system and en-
lists into his cause every person who he
selects to serve on the 23-member
panels.

Last week, Marzulli chose two new
panels which will sit in Newark for
about six weeks. The judge tells the
jurors they will “function as the con-
science of the community.”

In his instructions, Marzulli ex-
plains a grand jury is “designed as a
means of screening complaints in order
to bring to trial a person accused of an
offense on proper grounds, as a means
of protecting a person from unsupport-
ed and unsound accusations.”

More than 7,000 indictments are
returned each year in Essex County,
where 33 percent of the state’s violent
crimes occur. There are usually five
grand juries hearing evidence present-
ed by Essex County assistant prosecu-
tors simultaneously.

The judge often receives notes
from prospective jurors asking to be
excused. But he is extremely reluctant
to grant their requests.

“Every citizen has a right to the
protection afforded by the grand jury
system. We can only have it if you are
willing to make the sacrifices neces-
sary to perform that service. If you
don’t get enough people willing to make
those sacrifices, you won't have a grand

ary.”

Every time Marzulli picks 23
county residents to serve, he gives them
a short civics lecture, explaining the
functions of a grand jury.

Unlike a petit jury, which decides
a defendant's guilt or innocence, a
grand jury determines whether there is
prio!‘)able cause to bring someone to
trial.

Grand jury service is not as con-
fining as petit duty. A ‘frand juror can
sit, stand, walk around the room, ex-
cuse him or herself for a moment. If
the juror misses a portion of the testi-
mony, there is an opportunity to review
it the next day by reading the tran-

photo by Brian Branch-Price

Superlor Court Assignment Judge John A. Marzulli addresses 23 new
members of the Essex County grand jury

scripts. But Marzulli emphasizes the
grand jury is bound by secrecy: No one
outside of the panel must ever learn
what was said inside the grand jury
room.

A petit jury must be unanimous to
return its verdict, whereas the grand
Jur{ needs only 12 consenting votes to
make a determination.

The 23-member panels sit from
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 i.m. usually three or
four times a week, so employers can
sometimes alter a worker’s hours to ac-
commodate grand jury service.

. Law enforcement officers com-
rise the bulk of the witnesses appear-
ng before a grand jury. They give

sworn testimony of the crime and can
be questioned by the panelists, again
unlike a petit jury.
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WEAR-DATED® carpets with

locked-In STAINBLOCKER®
Full 5 Year Warranty

AT | Full 5 Year Stain
warranty

Locked-in Stain-
Blocker provides
revolutionary soil
and stain resistance

Easier care and
clean up

Resists crushing,
matting, snagging
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STAINBLOCKER
LAVISH PLUSH
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Weknow you'll love your new
pet installation so ;uch thntc n'v:

A grand jury is designed as an “in-
vestigative body,” Marzulli stressed,
adding, “They do not assist the prosecu-
tor. The prosecutor assists them.”

The Eand jury system is one of
the civil liberties “my forefathers got
for me over the cenfuries. They died
and fought and bled and gave up their
Property 50 I would have the right. And

fear giving it up,

.. “I have confidence in myself as a
judge that if I was assigned to de-
cide whether or not you should go to
trial I know I would do it correctly. But
it's a lot of power to impose upon an
individual and I am not sure that that
type of power might not eventually be-
come corrupted,” said the judge. -

Marzulli rejects the notion that a
irand jury is merely a rubber stamp

or the prosecutor’s office.

He notes the last panel to be dis-
missed returned 54 indictments and 44
no bills, meaning in the latter cases
they did not find sufficient cause to
bring the accused ta trial.

“It amazes me how good and re-
sgomlble grand jurors are the moment
they take their oaths of qffice,” said
Marzulli.

When the judge released the latest
panel, the foreman said, “I have re-
newed respect for the process that we
become a very important part of.” The
foreman said his panel consisted of a
“very congenial and hardworkin
Fou " which “dug into things. We had,

think, very fruitful discussions.”

. Marzulli explains, “I keep saying
if somebody else wants to give it ur, Tet
them. I don't want my grandchildren
blaming me because they don't have
the rights that I have because I didn't
think they were important enough to
protect.”

Cop staffing
is at issue

From preceding page

were not born of a manpower shortage.
“Even if I had all the cops I wanted
still agitate for one-man patrols,” Cole-
man said, adding the department want-
ed to put an additional 50 officers on
the street before the end of the year

Time constraints and a state man-
date to train 50 special police officers
prohibited the department from run-
ning two recruit classes during the
summer months as it had been planned.
“We ran one class for the officers and a
class for the specials,” Coleman ex-
plained.

“This year we had the money, but
didn’t have the time,” Coleman said,
adding it takes time to recruit, select,
investigate then train the prospective
officers. “They spend 20 weeks in
school.”

“We're not cutting back and we're

| not laying off,” Coleman said. “But
| we've

down for a long time and
we can't make it up overnight.”

Pam Goldstein, a spokeswoman
for Major James, said he is committed
to increasing the number of officers
and the visibility of the Newark Pollce
Department.

“He will continue to put more men
and women in the academy,” Goldsteitr
said, describing the classes as some of
the most stringent in the country.
“Newark is one of the best-trained, both
physically and mentally, professional
departments in the country.”

Pair is apprehended

e

guarantes itin writing! And we de- in Orange drug raid

fver 737;'52?2’&'?:75&2’:" day Orange vice squad detectives ar-
rested two ﬁeople and confiscated 30
vials of crack in a drug raid at William
Street and Greenwood Avenue, Police
Director Charles Cobbertt said.

Shawn King, 18, of South Harrison
Street, East Orange, and Alenzo
McKay, 18, of William Street, Orange,
were arrested Thursday night at the in-
tersection which Cobbertt called a *hot
drug %pot."

ing and McKay have been
charged with possession of cocaine with
the intent to distribute and conspiracy
to violate New Jersey narcotics law,

America’s Best Carpet Buys!™

GIANT SAVINGS ARE JUST MINUTES AWAY...

ROCHELLE PARK: EAST BRUNSWICK:
SHOWROOM & CLEARANCE CENTER Rt 18 & Tices Lane - Bradlees-
AT "7 N (34mite N ol Rt 80) 1:2mile S of RT 4 Channel Center - TEL 390-5000

Paramys Next to Pier 1 Imports TEL 845-7900 closed Sunday)
" WOODBRIDGE:
LITTLE FALLS: US 1 & Gill Lane opposite Haddonfield Rd , opp Cherry

AT 46 Caidor Pathmark Plaza - TEL 8901550 \yqoqprigge Mall - TEL 636-5222  Hill Mall - TEL (609) 488-0022 -Fz@

* 1988 Glant Carpet of Amarica. Intermadiate price raductions may have been taken. Not responsible fortypographicaierrors. Al sales subject to priorsale. Remnants & rugs priced for carpetonly. installation minimum 12sg. yds.

OPEN MON. to SAT.

9:30 AM to 9:30 PM

SUN. 11 AM to 5 PM
(Rochelie Park

Other stores in the
Metro New York areas...

NEW YORK CITY: Flushing & Brooklyn
LONG ISLAND: Carle Place
Farmingdale, Centereach
& Valley Stream
WESTCHESTER: Port Chester & Yonkers

SPRINGFIELD:
Rt 22 Center Island
TEL 564-8977

CHERRY HILL.:
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